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At its meeting on January 27, the Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of

the City of Los Angeles (HACLA) voted to approve the latest batch of purchase through

Project Homekey (https://urbanize.city/la/tags/project-homekey), the state program

which provides money for jurisdictions to acquire hotels and market-rate apartments

buildings to repurpose them as interim or permanent supportive housing.

For nearly $508 million (including state and local funding), the HACLA and the City of

Los Angeles is poised to buy 16 different properties totaling 1,276 residential units - a
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Los Angeles is poised to buy 16 different properties totaling 1,276 residential units - a

per-unit price tag of just over $398,000. The properties are as follows:

6521 Brynhurst Avenue (https://urbanize.city/la/post/more-crenshaw-line-adjacent-

apartments-proposed-hyde-park)

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/6523%20brynhurst.JPG?

itok=L-Or-0oi)
6521-6523 Brynhurst Avenue

Google Street View

A five-story, 41-unit apartment complex with a single level of at-grade apartments

located near the Crenshaw/LAX Line in Hyde Park. The City of Los Angeles is expected

to pay $17.3 million for the newly-built property, with an expected closing date in late

February 2022.

2812 W. Temple Street (https://urbanize.city/la/post/six-story-42-unit-development-

retail-rises-historic-filipinotown)

https://urbanize.city/la/post/more-crenshaw-line-adjacent-apartments-proposed-hyde-park
https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/6523%20brynhurst.JPG?itok=L-Or-0oi
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https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/2812%20Temple%20Street%20Rendering_v3_0.jpg?itok=Bwt-QfVg


(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/2812%20Temple%20Street%20Rendering_v3_0.jpg?

itok=Bwt-QfVg)
Rendering of 2812 W Temple Street

Schon Tepler Group

A six-story, 42-unit apartment complex built by Schon Tepler Group in Historic

Filipinotown. The City of Los Angeles is expected to pay $18.6 million for the building,

with an expected closing date in May 2022.

14949 Roscoe Boulevard (https://urbanize.city/la/post/hacla-looks-buy-panorama-city-

apartment-building-through-project-homekey)

https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/2812%20Temple%20Street%20Rendering_v3_0.jpg?itok=Bwt-QfVg
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2021-

12/14949%20roscoe%20boulevard%20panorama%20hacla.JPG?itok=z4KPm_s2)
View of 14949 Roscoe Boulevard looking north

Google Street View

A two-story, 29-unit apartment complex next to the Pacoima Wash in Panorama City,

which dates to the 1970s. HACLA is expected to close on the $10-million purchase in

May 2022.

7639 Van Nuys Boulevard (https://urbanize.city/la/post/five-story-apartment-building-

rises-near-van-nuys-metrolink-station)

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/20200217_112803.jpg?

itok=8Weuyzbb)
Construction at 7639 Van Nuys Boulevard

Urbanize LA

A recently-completed five-story, 36-unit apartment complex located near the Van Nuys

Metrolink Station in the San Fernando Valley. The City of Los Angeles is expected to pay

$16.6 million for the building, with a closing date at the close of February 2022.

916 N. Alvarado Street (https://urbanize.city/la/tags/916-918-n-alvarado-street)
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/916_Alvarado_Final_Day_0002_Post%20%281%29_0_0.jpg?

itok=9kx9qzX9)
Rendering of 916 N Alvarado Street

Schon Tepler Group

A four-story, 27-unit apartment complex with at-grade parking and commercial space

near the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and Alvarado Street in Echo Park. The City of

Los Angeles is primed to pay $11.2 million to developer Schon Tepler Group for the

newly-built structure, with a closing date in May 2022.

1654 W. Florence Avenue (https://urbanize.city/la/post/128-unit-apartment-building-

south-la-could-be-purchased-through-project-homekey)
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2021-

11/1654%20florence%20avenue%20.jpg?itok=c1g-Boqr)
View of 1654 Florence Avenue looking southwest

City of Los Angeles

A newly-built 128-unit apartment complex in South Los Angeles. The City of Los

Angeles will pay $49.5 million for the building in a transaction which is expected to

close in March 2022.

740 S. Alvarado Street (https://urbanize.city/la/post/modular-apartment-complex-

nears-finish-line-westlake)

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/191126-

STREET.jpg?itok=moSz689e)
View from Alvarado Street

The Architects Collective

A six-story, 80-unit modular apartment complex built by Universal Standard Housing in

Westlake. HACLA has agreed to pay $31 million for the property.

21121 Vanowen Street (https://urbanize.city/la/post/canoga-park-21121-vanowen-

apartment-construction)
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/yaya%20vanowen_0_0.jpg?

itok=sbC9SK-r)
Rendering of 21121 Vanowen Street

Corbel Architects

A seven-story mixed-use building with 101 apartments and ground-floor commercial

space in Canoga Park. The City of Los Angeles will pay $55.2 million for the building in a

deal expected to close in April 2022.

5050 W. Pico Boulevard (https://urbanize.city/la/post/canoga-park-21121-vanowen-

apartment-construction)
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2021-

06/20210520_115300.jpg?itok=ONldgC9g)
Kentish Town apartments at 5050 W Pico Boulevard

Urbanize LA

A recently-completed mixed-use complex featuring 79 apartments and 2,100 square feet

of retail space in Mid-City. HACLA will acquire the building for $36.5 million.

6531 S. Sepulveda Boulevard

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-

02/6531%20s%20sepulveda%20boulevard.JPG?itok=BdQPiWOD)
6531 S Sepulveda Boulevard

Google Street View

The City of Los Angeles will acquire an Extended Stay America hotel at 6531 S.

Sepulveda Boulevard in Westchester for $52.5 million. The transaction, expected to close

in June 2022, will include 133 dwellings.

18602 S. Vermont Avenue
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-

02/18602%20s%20vermont%20avenue.JPG?itok=87cuIIIq)
18602 S Vermont Avenue

Google Street View

The City of Los Angeles is poised to pay $37.8 million to acquire an Extended Stay

America hotel located at 18602 S. Vermont Avenue in Harbor Gateway, creating 136

dwelling units.

20205 Ventura Boulevard

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-

02/20205%20ventura%20boulevard.JPG?itok=xI05T4Be)
20205 Ventura Boulevard

Google Street View

Another Extended Stay America hotel located at 20205 Ventura Boulevard in Woodland

Hills, consisting of 146 units, is expected to sell to the City of Los Angeles in a deal

closing in June 2022.

19325 Londelius Street
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-

02/19325%20londelius%20street.JPG?itok=86tLl_BX)
19325 Londelius Street

Google Street View

In Northridge, a fourth Extended Stay America hotel is expected to sell to the City of Los

Angeles for $46.8 million in June 2022, creating an additional 117 dwellings.

10150 Hillhaven Avenue

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-

02/10150%20hillhaven%20avenue%20street%20view.JPG?itok=xk_nQgx9)
10150 Hillhaven Avenue

Google Street View

A newly built 62-unit apartment complex located in the Tujunga neighborhood. HACLA

is poised to pay $17.7 million for the building in a deal closing in May 2022.

BLVD Hotel
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(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/2022-

02/blvd%20hotel%202010%20highland.JPG?itok=9X9b6MPZ)
BLVD Hotel at 2010 N Highland Avenue

Google Street View

Just north of Hollywood Boulevard, the City of Los Angeles has agreed to pay $24.4

million to acquire the BLVD Hotel at 2010 N. Highland Avenue, creating 62 homes. The

deal is expected to close in May 2022.

1044 N. Soto Street (https://urbanize.city/la/tags/1030-n-soto-street)

(https://urbanize.city/la/sites/urbanize.city.la/files/styles/1140w/public/field/image/20201109%201070%20soto%20hotel%20pomeroy%20construction.jpg?

itok=yQcTCjtl)
Construction of the new hotel at Soto and Pomeroy

Urbanize LA

An 85-key hotel located just south of the I-10 freeway in Boyle Heights. HACLA wi9ll pay

$35.8 million for the under-construction building in a deal closing in September 2022.

Project Homekey (https://urbanize.city/la/tags/project-homekey) (Urbanize LA)
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Ants in my eyes Jansen • 4 hours ago • edited

• Reply •

Not a bad start but by far the cheapest option for the city to get homeless off the street is upzone
everywhere, eliminate parking minimums, expand TOD zoning and developable unit allotments,
streamline the permitting process and embark on the largest home building campaign in the nation to
meet and eventually exceed the SCAG's estimate of 500,000 residential units needed by 2030 for the
city of LA.

Instead of spending $510 million in public funds for 1,276 units, private developers could spend
hundreds of billions on hundreds of times the amount of units that the city could develop and in a
shorter period. Just the sheer increase in supply - luxury units or not - would allow for the market will
adjust the price of renting accordingly IF the city allows the increase in supply and making it easier to
develop by amending the above.

Government will NEVER be able to solve this problem with the limited financial resources they have if
they go the route they're going by developing on their own. Housing supply will just get tighter and
tighter, prices higher and higher, will cause more homeless than there is now and further exacerbate
the issue and continue to degrade the nation's opinion of California's future and the state's ability to
effectively tackle its large issues.
 8△ ▽

EyesOnTheStreet  • 3 hours ago> Ants in my eyes Jansen

This chart from the Long Beach Housing Element shows the problem (data for Long Beach
only). We basically stopped building housing in the 90s and prices have been rising steadily
ever since. Governments at all levels are pumping billions of dollars into combatting
homelessness and building affordable housing, but it's the restrictions placed by governments
that led to the limited supply in the first place. I am not a libertarian, but in this case, if you want
more housing, make it easier to build more housing. There are plenty of companies willing to
build it.
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• Reply •
This chart from the Long Beach Housing Element demonstrates the problem.
 3△ ▽

Ants in my eyes Jansen  • 2 hours ago • edited

• Reply •

> EyesOnTheStreet

Exactly - once LA, Long Beach and other cities ran out of land to build out, they didn't
upzone to build upwards for future growth likely out of fear of nimbyism, traffic
congestion and lack of transit alternatives, LA's addiction to SFH life, and possible
lawsuits for a variety of reasons from special interest groups.
△ ▽

jannos  • 15 minutes ago • edited

• Reply •

> Ants in my eyes Jansen

LA specifically downzone the city 60 years ago because of NIMBYs.
△ ▽

layimby • 4 hours ago • edited

• Reply •

This has the potential to be a brilliant solution IMO. But it needs to be paired with strong rezoning and
a streamlining of the approval process.

If we make it easy and legal to build a ton of new housing, and LA keeps a pool of money to buy x
amount of units per year, we get the best of both worlds. With more housing supply the cost per unit
comes down, and the cheaper the units LA buys will be.

Plus it gets rid of a ton of the red tape and inflated costs that come with a ground-up build contracted
by the city.
 4△ ▽

Richard • 27 minutes ago

• Reply •

Kinda sad to see the 740s Alvarado project being converted. It was such a great project, promising
naturally affordable, new housing for any income level; and now it will be reserved for only homeless
individuals. I hope they build more.

Also interesting that HACLA is paying so little for it compared to many of the other projects which are
older/in less desireable palces.
△ ▽

jannos • an hour ago • edited

• Reply •

I'm not against the idea at all of going after existing buildings to try and find the best affordability. But it
does mean we need to increase our output of new units that much more.

The city should probably work out a system where for every unit they remove, they need to identify
some sort of bonus density they must allocate to another project within a year (or something in the
spirit of that).
△ ▽

@BPS  • an hour ago

• Reply •

> jannos

When there is a desperate housing shortage, yes.
 1△ ▽

Scott F. • 2 hours ago

This list is growing. Sure it might be a good idea today, but what happens, they raise interest rates,
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